Rio Aqualux Lake Intermediate
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Last season, I fished a small, hard to reach lake on new Zealand’s South island with Carl McNeil and Peter Morse.  We’d had to pack our gear through miles of thorn bush and some of the most soul destroying bog I’ve ever encountered to get there.  We went in as light as possible, of course, knowing it would be tough, but Morsie, always ready for anything, not only packed in his inflatable float boat and heavy camera gear, he packed in a full set of spools and lines.  Carl and I decided that floaters would cover any situation we were likely to encounter.

Our score for that day was one nice trout and one more lost for me, both hooked by letting a bead head nymph sink to the bottom at a stream inlet.  Carl had no fish to his floaters or nymphs.  Morsie caught nine thumping rainbows that day.  Nine.
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Morsie admires a rainbow taken with his Rio Aqualux Intermediate Lake Line.

By the time Morsie had his seventh trout posed for the camera he was offering his rod to both of us with a humiliating mix of generosity and pity. Having no principles or pride when it comes to this sort of thing, I snatched the rod from his hands without hesitation.  Morsie then proceeded to coach me on how to catch a trout.  The first thing I noticed as I worked out some line with his Sage TCR 691 was how smooth the line felt as it shot through the guides. Morsie said to get out a long line and let it sink for a moment before retrieving.  I asked him what weight the line was. A seven, he said.  It felt perfect for the rod and I had a seventy footer out there as fast as I could strip line off the reel, the head turning over the leader and big fly beautifully.

I watched the line sink into the emerald green depths then began to retrieve Morsie’s ‘Fuzzlebugger’ with a slow hand twist retrieve.  The lure moved maybe four feet when I had a solid take and the rod bent into a cracking four-pounder for a moment before it came off.   Morsie had that look on his face that said, “Fun, huh?  Now gimme my rod back.” On further questioning he told me that the line was Rio’s Aqualux Clear Intermediate and rubbed it in with, “You don’t want to find yourself on a trout lake without one of these, Bob.” I watched as he finessed two more fish from that hole. I made a mental note to get one of those lines. I did too, a couple of them in fact. I haven’t been disappointed.  These are great fly lines.   

The profile is about ideal for all-round work in fresh water; a 100 foot total length with enough head length to permit considerable ‘carry’ when reaching out on a lake.  The longer than normal 40 foot gives you most of the advantages of a double taper line for making mends and roll casting without shortening up too much, as you do with the usual 30 foot weight forward head configuration.
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The front taper extends right to the tip so you don’t have to cut off any level line, and which gives excellent energy transfer to the leader and positive turnover with weighted nymphs and larger streamer type flies. Rio provides a welded loop at the tip for joining leaders, but the coating to core adhesion permits direct nail knotting to the line with confidence. The rear taper is long enough for some leeway with overhang when casting the full line and the colour change gives you a visual indication when you are extending too far into the running line to avoid hinging.

My first experience was with Morsie’s TCR 691 and a 7wt Aqualux so I strung up my XP691 with the number seven line for some grass casting at my local park.  There was a stiff breeze blowing but I found that the line cut the wind nicely with almost no drifting sideways. I decided that the 7wt was about right for this outfit.  With a couple of false casts I had no trouble punching out the entire line, which with the leader was about 110 feet.  I’m not a distance caster, so I can tell you I was somewhat surprised to feel the backing knot slip through my fingers on those shots.

Where this line excels though, is in its finish.  The running line is a pleasing translucent sea green that changes abruptly at the clear head. The Aqualux has Rio’s coldwater coating on a ‘low memory’ single strand monofilament core.  The memory is relatively low, of course, because there’s always a tradeoff between a desirable degree of stiffness and memory.  This line was easy to handle right out of the box, the usual coiling removed with a couple of good stretches.  After an hour of casting in the park there was a tendency for the running line to tangle, but no more than usual for this type of exercise.  Once wet, the line really sings through the guides and feels velvety smooth on the retrieve.  

For my two Aqualux Lake lines Rio publishes the head weights for the 6wt line at 165 grains and 185 grains for the seven weight.  This measurement is only for 30 feet of the head that gives you some point of comparison with other lines. The sink rate is stated as 1.5 to 2 inches per second. My impression is it sinks a bit faster than that so I’d rate this line as a slow sinker. The forty foot head makes for an accurate countdown for fly depth, but you’d want to work this out yourself.  I know that on that lake in New Zealand the fly was getting well down after only a few seconds wait.  This is about ideal for lake fishing, perfect for working a woolly bugger slowly, but also for streamer fishing on low gradient rivers where fast sinkers can be a pain to work with. It’s called a lake line with good reason, though, and I reckon this will be my main stillwater subsurface rig this season. 
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