Relocation denied!
When I was a young boy we were regularly roaming in the surroundings of our small village. In the hay paddocks, cornfields and nearby woods we would discover all sorts of interesting things, chasing rabbits, tantalizing the frogs and lizards and of course there where several small creeks running through the fields and paddocks where we were up to mischief. And there was one in particular which fed three successive fishponds.  As this little creek was not visible from any road because it was running through a little wood it was ideal for our adventures. It was one of these slow flowing artificial culverts with a muddy bottom.  So it was easy for us kids to push small sticks into the bottom of the creek to form some sort of fish trap. This was the first and only barrier I ever built for migrating fish.
I wished that all barriers nowadays would look like that little innocent thing of childish endeavours. The European framework directive for water protection schedules barrier free migration for fish in all waterways even transboundary within the European Union. But the big power companies give not a damn about it. They are obliged to install  fish passes in a certain time frame  at every power station but the mills of god grind slowly (I can´t remember precisely but think it should all happen till 2010). The situation is so bad in fact that we hardly ever have spawning migrations anymore. I can remember big shoals of nases and barbels slowly working their way upstream to find the right habitat during their spawning runs. sometimes these shoals represented more than several hundred fish. These big shoals diminished dramatically.
Have a look at the POD and get an idea of how many artificial barriers some streams have in Central Europe! In that particular drawing I counted as many as 39 (thirtynine) not passable barriers on approximately 120 km of river.
But at a smaller scale at least there is light at the end of the tunnel.
In recent years you can find more often renaturation projects on dams to provide all aquatic life with unhindered passage. I really like to encourage all to take up the fight against loss of habitat. In particular in places where there are still some treasures left!
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