BUSTED, AGAIN

Got out twice last week and had some interesting fishing.  Day one, with Bumcast, we fished one of the big lakes.  It wasn’t ideal weather for sight fishing, with a high overcast, but the fish were there and we found a few of them.  We were nymphing – chironomiding to be precise.  Using small flies you usually go down in tippet strength a bit, although down here 6lb test is about the lower limit among most of the guys I fish with.  The reason is bust-offs. I know some of you out there never get break offs, but last year I had a run of break-offs on dry flies that I reported here and I reckoned it was a combination of tippet strength, a long line, and whether the trout took the fly going away from you or not.  When I returned to using 8lb tippet the problem disappeared.

This time Carl lost two fish and they were coming toward him when they took.  He had 6lb tippet.  The fish possibly turned away fast when struck, which spiked the strain on the knots.  I lost some fish too, but no break-offs with 8lb Rio.

Then the other day I did it again on a different water.  Using 6lb Rio tippet on a  Z-Axis 691, I broke two fish off on nymphs, and one on a dry losing just the point fly. Fishing a longish floating line – 40 odd feet or so, plus a fifteen foot leader. I suspect one was because of a wind knot. The fish that took the DHE jumped, going away on a tight line but I wasn’t hauling back on it or anything.  I should have bowed maybe. This time I do think they were all heading away at the take and when I came up tight they popped off. No heavy handling on my part and good knots. My pal Ron was using 8lb and had no such problems.

These trout are normally in that three pound and up bracket, often much larger, so there’s some real inertia when you lift. I haven’t noticed any real difference in the number of takes when using the stronger tippet, either, even with dries and small nymphs, so the trout don’t care that much. With the fine diameters we have these days, I think 8lb tippet is about optimum in NZ, with a 6wt rig anyway. I’ve had good luck with 6lb Rio with my Z-Axis 590, however, and very few bust-offs.  There seems to be some relationship between the power/stiffness of the rod and appropriate tippets strength, depending of course, on how much line you have on the water. So, what do you think?  

