INCIDENTALS

It’s just the filthiest day outside, snow and sleet.  So I’m thinking of warmer places.

We concentrate most of our efforts on the glamour fish – trout, salmon, bonefish, tarpon, permit, and a few others that get all the press.  And there’s a growing number of specialists who have developed new techniques and tactics for fish such as pike, which have always been regarded as gamefish but not necessarily fly rod quarry.  Lately some of the non-game fish have penetrated the fly-fisher’s consciousness and prove to be pretty game after all – like carp.  There are of course a number of saltwater fish that fit the bill but have so far remained under the radar.

I met one this year, up the Western Australia coast.  There are several types that are more or less the same fish, all lumped under the name of ‘drummer’ or ‘bream’.  These fish aren’t known to be predators and are basically vegetarian, like the mighty super mullet, the milkfish, which partially explains why they haven’t been successfully pursued by flyrodders.

Milkfish are being caught more frequently by anglers who have spent enough time to figure out how to get them to eat a fly, but the drummer, or ‘buffalo bream’ has so far remained a bit of a mystery. The drummer is related to the Luderick, and the ‘Buffie’ is well known for being a tough fighter, but it’s poor eating qualities keep it low on the Aussie hit list. Brett Wolf, who guides up at Exmouth, WA, says he has seen thousands of these things but has so far been unable to catch them on a fly.  I got into some by accident, and had a hell of a good time too, but I’m still wondering what was going on there.  I mean, these fish are known to be territorial but are definitely vegetarian, or mostly so.  I was getting them on a big polar bear clouser, with a sort of troutie’s ‘induced take’ tactic.  

It seems to me that a territorial attack would have been provoked by a stripped fly, but they ignored that completely.  They wanted it moved slowly - a smooth draw by just raising the rod tip. That suggests more of a feeding take but the size and type of fly seems odd for a vegetarian fish.  Any suggestions what was going on there?

By the way, these fish are real sluggers.  I forgot all about chasing anything else for two days.

