VISION ‘NITE CATAPULT’ VV3108 (IO’ #7/8)

I had been looking for a ten foot 8weight rod for fishing on the water supply reservoirs of the midlands of England for some time so when the opportunity to try the new – as it was then – Vision ten footer for an 8 weight presented itself, I seized it eagerly. First impressions were that it was my kind of rod – functional and built to do a job rather than just look good in the tackle shop and the price of well under than two hundred quid made it even more attractive.

 The blanks are a plain carbon coloured grey and un-ground so the wrapping marks of the cellophane tape used in producing the blanks show clearly. Why more rods are not left un-ground I don’t know because this finish is extremely tough and there is no prospect of the rod being weakened or the action being spoiled or changed by the over enthusiastic or careless grinding away of the wrapping marks. I can only assume that makers and anglers think the rods look better with a smooth surface and in a green, brown or blue colour rather than plain carbon grey. The winch fitting is a nice black machined one with a single threaded knurled ring to lock the reel in place. The recessed ring which holds the reel is cleverly keyed so that it always lines up with the reel seat so eliminating that slightly fiddly task of aligning it to fit as the retaining ring is tightened – clever! However the cork grip is of poor quality and rather too slim in diameter for my taste. The lower two rings are lined and of a sensible size – neither too big nor too small and there are eight more snake intermediate rings and a hayfork tip ring making a total of  ten rings plus the tip which conforms nicely to the received wisdom of a ring for each foot of rod length plus the tip. The rod is supplied in a divided cordura covered rod tube which I think is a much better idea than a separate rod bag and tube.

This rod is rated for AFTM 7 and 8 weight lines and whilst it will cast a 7 weight quite comfortably it is undoubtedly much happier with an 8 weight and is, therefore, best thought of as an #8 weight rod. The action is a progressive and easy to use middle to tip – slightly more tip than middle – which loads easily and it is powerful without being overly stiff. Big flies and strong winds are taken in its stride and fishing distances of ninety to one hundred feet are easily attained. The rod tip shows no tendency to fold and you really have to do something quite crass to mess up a cast or throw a tailing loop.

 I have used this rod with Rio Windcutter and Gold, Greys Platinum and Anglian Water floating lines and a Rio Midge Tip and the performance of the rod has been exemplary in each case. I have also extensively used #9 weight, ten meter shooting heads of intermediate, medium sinking and fast sinking densities and the rod has handled each of them very well with distances of about one hundred and twenty feet being quite comfortably achieved. I even tried – over grass – a #10weight line allied to a large pike fly when the rod still performed quite well.

I have owned and fished this rod from boat and bank for just over a year and have caught well over a hundred trout on it, from boat and bank, ranging from about one and a half pounds in weight up to about six pounds and it has taken it all in its stride. It has the power to handle the bigger fish but is flexible and sensitive enough to make catching the smaller fish fun. In short I find it hard to fault this rod and would recommend it to anyone who has the strength and technique to handle a ten footer, my only gripe being the rather too slim cork grip and the poor quality of the cork – but what do you expect for less than two hundred quid.

Flycaster – Pete.

