  PRESS RELEASE.

LIVE BABY SALMON IN WILMCOTE SCHOOL

THIS IS NOT A FISH PROJECT IN MID WALES OR NORTH SCOTLAND

BUT CENTRAL ENGLAND! YES, BABY SALMON IN WILMCOTE SCHOOL  

RIVER’S SEVERN & AVON CONSERVATION TRUST (RSACT) IN CONJUNCTION    WITH ‘JETSET TROUT IN THE CLASSROOM’ HAVE HELPED TO ARRANGE AND INSTALL A SPECIALLY ADAPTED CHILLED FISH TANK, ALL KINDLY DONATED BY THE ENVIROMENT AGENCY (EA). 

THE TANK WILL BE PARTIALLY FILLED WITH SOME LIVE SALMON EGGS DIRECT FROM THE EA FISHERY IN WALES ARROUND THE 1st WEEK OF FEB.

THE PUPILS AND TEACHERS WILL BE ABLE TO WATCH THE EARLY STAGES OF THE REMARKABLE LIFE CYCLE OF THE ATLANTIC SALMON RIGHT I FRONT OF THEM . THE EGGS IN THE TANK SHOULD HATCH WITHIN TWO WEEKS, BECOMING BABY SALMON ALVINS. THEY WILL REMAIN AT THIS STAGE FOR A PERIOD OF SIX TO EIGHT WEEKS AND THEN BE SAFELY RELEASED INTO THE UPPER REACHES OF THE RIVER SEVERN BY HELICOPTER TRANSPORT TO THIS DESTINATION!!!

RSACT HAVE UNDERTAKEN SOME EARLY HABITAT IMPROVEMENT WORKS IN THIS REGION WHERE THEY WILL BE RELEASED, TO HELP THE LONG TERM CHANCES OF SALMON RETURNING FROM THEIR EPIC JOURNEY FROM THE SEA IN HEALTHY NUMBERS TO SPAWN IN THE SAME LOCATION OF THE RIVER SEVERN (BRITAINS LONGEST) WHERE THEY HATCHED SOME YEARS PRIOR.  

THE PROJECT IS ALSO HOPING TO HIGHLIGHT THAT SALMON CAN OFTEN BE SEEN MOST TIMES OF THE YEAR IN THE SEVERN, LEAPING DIGLIS WEIR IN WORCESTER, ONLY HALF AN HOURS JOURNEY BY CAR FROM WILMCOTE.

THE SALMON IN THE SCHOOL PROJECT IS TAKING NATURE TO THE PUPILS AT WILMCOTE PRIMARY AND ALSO INCORPORATING THIS WITH OTHER CONSERVATION PROJECTS ONGOING THROUGHOUT THE YEAR. NOT ONLY WILL THE PUPILS BE LEARNING THROUGH FIRST HAND EXPERIENCE BUT HOPEFULLY WILL BE HAVING SOME FUN ALONG THE WAY.  

DATES.

TANK ARRIVED AT SCHOOL.  WED 14th JAN 2009. INSTALLED

EA ARE DUE TO DELIVER EGGS.   WK COMMENCING 9th FEB 2009.    

ANY PRESS AND MEDIA  COVERAGE TO HIGHLIGHT HOW IMPORTANT IT IS TO PROTECT OUR ATLANTIC SALMON SPECIES IN THIS COUNTRY THROUGH SALMON IN THE SCHOOL PROJECTWOULD BE GRATEFULLY RECIEVED

CONTACT DETAILS ARE ATTACHED.

