Educated trout

This is being written with my right hand in a splint. Ever ripped ligaments in your hand? Don’t! 
Friday, I lifted a sack of logs in some twisted and awkward way, leading to a pop in the back of my hand, immediately followed by a cry of pain. Saturday the hand inflated like a hand-shaped balloon. 
Amusing as that may be, the hand seems to be deflating and I can cast again – which is nice because I have a little group of new Helios rods itching for some attention.
In this part of the world animals are banned from the classroom – no pets, no ant-farms no worm-farms no fish. Why? We could blame the influence of animal rights campaigns – more likely, schools and their Council masters are simply following the trend to avoid all risks. They bite, kick, scratch, carry disease, urinate and defecate with little or no warning – so our schools must be protected from them. At this point, I could work in a bad joke about protecting schools from kids who bite, kick, scratch etc, and I could point out that animals are very probably in more danger from kids who certainly harbour more diseases, but this is an attempt to be serious.
UK Sexyloopers will surely know of the Salmon and Trout Association. Normally we see then as a lobby group and then start wondering what they do for our sport or us.

Several years ago the S&TA quietly started a project. They realised that schools have rather little information about fish, particularly native freshwater fish. So, they came up with a remarkably simple and direct idea. 
In 2006 the S&TA distributed the Brown Trout Big Book, to 11,000 primary schools throughout England, introducing them to the aquatic environment through the life cycle of the brown trout. This year the same initiative means that thousands of Scottish Primary schools will get the Scottish version – in English and Gaelic (Weegee might’ve gained a few more readers.)

It’s a small step but a good one – possibly the first reason I’ve had to congratulate the S&TA.
Magnus

