ONLY

 CONNECT


A nice wrap-up to my Canadian trip was handed to me when Max Muselius emailed me last week to drop in to the Anchor B Ranch and do a little fishing.  The Oldman River is probably my true ‘homewater’, even though I don’t live there anymore. It’s in my blood.  I grew up fishing that stream, along with the Crowsnest and the small streams of the Oldman’s north fork.  It’s special country, and Max has his outfit smack in the middle of it.  So my brothers John and Bill jumped at Max’s offer.  I’d been down there before, for last year’s ‘loops clave, but it was new to Bill and John.  The river was still high and carrying some color so the fishing wasn’t expected to be at its best yet, but John was keen to test out his new pontoon boat on some white water. 

We did all that and, as usual, Max made us very welcome at the ranch, in fact he more or less turned us loose – we were the only ones there.  It’s a great fishing destination, but also an ideal place to just kick back on the deck of the saloon  and watch the deer browse on the hillside. The Oldman flooded pretty badly this spring, so things have been rearranged a little in the stream bed.  The trout were avoiding the heavy currents and holding in the soft edges and backwaters, but several of the fish we caught still looked hungry.  The bugs will take a while to get established again.  The Crow fished superbly – I had a twenty fish afternoon on dries (big #6 rubber legged DHS), all between 14 and 18 inches, and in perfect condition. 
Johnny’s boat works, too.  The real deal for these rivers, at least until low water.  Access is getting sticky in this country and the pontoon craft is the way around that, for sure.  The Crowsnest is pretty much suburbia now, with house all along the old stretches I know.  But from the water it’s still the same old Crow, one of the greats. There have been massive changes to Alberta, culturally and physically over the past few years, but it was great to connect with my old time haunts and to find them still in such good order. 
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