OPEN RANGE

Every couple of years I get back to western Canada and hook up with my family and do some fishing.  My brothers are all fly fishermen, like my dad was, and his dad, and all his brothers in the Crowsnest Pass.  We more or less do what we have always done, which is go down to one of the old spots and set up a big camp for a couple of weeks.   No comfort is overlooked.  We have a big time.
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The Wyatt boys set up camp.
We’ve used these same campsites for fifty years now, and my uncles and granddad did before us, and to me it’s a miracle they are still pretty much the way they were when we were kids.  It’s even more of a miracle that they still fish as well as they ever did, even better, in fact.  Given that Calgary, and every other town in the province has increased to about ten times the size they were back then, and that’s a hell of a lot of fly fishers.  
This year I’ve noticed a few negative changes, it must be said.  Access is getting tighter, even on the grazing leases which are supposed to be accessible to the public.  The trail down to one of our favorite campsites has been blocked to vehicle access for some reason – ostensibly to reduce erosion, or fires, or something, but there’s no damage to that track that I can detect. And we always leave a clean campsite. As far as I know there hasn’t been a grass fire down there in fifty years. What this sort of thing does is force more and more people into the big organized campgrounds, which are busy, expensive, and often noisy (traffic, trains, etc).  Not the experience we’re after at all. This is a real bummer. What’s worse, my brothers say they won’t go into BC to fish the Elk this year, because of the punishing $20/day Special River surcharge.  My bro Billy lived in Elkford anfd fished the Elk for twenty three years, so says he’s damned if he’s gonna be treated as a non-resident. The Elk is a big river and has lots of room for everyone, especially now that many Alberta anglers are staying away (they take it personally (and I suspect they are justified there). The result will no doubt be that there is less pressure on the Elk, which was the BC government’s stated intention.   This is even more of a bummer since my three pals from Scotland are coming over to fish the Elk and its tributaries.
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Bob Morton with a good Elk Valley cutty.
I really wanted them to experience one of our big camps.  This means me and my Scottish pals will probably enjoy some special fishing this week, but it would have been a lot more fun to have my brothers along. We’ll still have fun though.  I’m hoping the surcharge won’t stop Eric and Paul from fishing the Elk with us.
