Even Buddhists do it…
While in darkest New Zealand, the Ubercaster is discovering life in a semi-legal pink truck and dreaming of personalized number plates - for some bizarre reason. (Number-plate suggestion here [http://www.sexyloops.co.uk/cgi-bin/theboard/ikonboard.cgi?act=ST;f=1;t=4420;st=0])  For the rest of us it’s Xmas as usual and has been for at least three weeks. 

Somewhere in the boardroom of a multinational corporation – Santa [http://www.santa-claus.com/] met with Rupert Murdoch [http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/2162658.stm] and hatched a plan. Christmas (now re-branded Xmas) should start around the end of October, just after Halloween. That unholy alliance (Santa [http://www.apple.com/trailers/miramax/bad_santa/]
 and Murdoch [http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,229778,00.html]) then persuaded retailers large and small to fall into line by wrapping everything in tinsel and printing holly leaves on carrier bags. And we so we have Xmas! Bah, Humbug!

Me, I’d rather be fishing, but the season here is over. 
Talking of which following on from my last FP – The Accidental Angler travelled to Bhutan this week, for a spot of trout fishing. Simply stunning place! Charles Rangeley-Wilson’s love of fly-fishing, his delight in the place, people, water and fish shone through in every scene. This episode simply hit the mark, I thoroughly enjoyed it; fishing was presented as a sport, for sane intelligent people.

The BBC had the balls to show fish being returned AND fish destined for the pot. 
By now BBC mailboxes will be jammed with righteous indignation. Anti-Anglers will be inflamed because fish were caught. Zealous C&R anglers will be outraged that precious wild fish were killed – even though trout are alien to those waters. 
In answer to PETA and the like we can say that even Buddhists have no objection to eating a brace of trout – we saw them do it!

Magnus

PS Hyper-ethical fundamentalist anglers with nothing better to do than bleat, whine and try to impose their own strict nanny codes on the rest of the world will write to the BBC complaining that C R-W was not wearing safety glasses, a life jacket and carrying a wading stick. They’re too sad – no point talking to them!

