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The Black Canyon of Colorado’s Gunnison River is the setting for what you might call a fly-fishing video with issues.  Like some other American made videos I’ve seen, this short film appears to be made with television in mind.  It has the rock steady adventure sports background music and lots of slick editing to create an atmosphere of excitement and high adrenalin action.  Fly-fishing can provide plenty of excitement, but I always think it’s somewhat misrepresented by productions like this.  The premise, it seems to me, is that the producers think fly-fishing is actually too boring for TV audiences, so we have to juice it a little. 

That said, it’s certainly good fishing on show here.  The Pteronarcys stonefly hatch, what westerners call the Salmon Fly, is in full swing and the Black Canyon rainbows are making hay while the sun shines.  These are very large insects, and contribute something like 75% of the trouts’ annual nutrition in a few short weeks.  The trout are large too, really big by North American standards, although any veteran New Zealand trout angler will undoubtedly smile politely at the claims made for the size of the fish in that classic American way of referring to the fishing as best in the ‘world’.  It is fabulous fly-fishing though, by any standard.

What really makes this short film interesting, however, is the mix of fishing and environmental issues. The message is you just can’t go and fish for these wonderful trout without a care for the well being of the resource. The Gunnison is perpetually threatened by booming growth in ‘lifestyle’ property development and farming on the Front Range of the Rockies.  The video is primarily directed toward getting this message across, and the spectacular trout fishing is just the peg it hangs the issue on.  The river, and the fishing, will disappear if all those thirsty suburban bluegrass lawns in Colorado, and all those insatiable farms are allowed all the water they demand.  Ironically, the luxury-oriented lifestylers would probably be the first to describe themselves as ‘green’ environmentalists – that’s why they want to live out west in the first place.  They just think a nice lush lawn is necessary to protect property values.  The Hatch lets us know that such a lawn needs three feet of water annually to keep it looking so nice.  

The commentary is thankfully not the usual pious voice-over of many videos, but takes the form of edited interviews with the river’s guides, rangers and environmental activists. Travis Rummel is himself a Gunnison guide. Another irony highlighted by this film is the discussion by the guides of the river’s ‘secret’ getting out.  “I don’t know who the fuck told anybody.” says one looking straight into the camera as if it was a police interview, “It wasn’t me who let the secret out.”  I’m thinking, well, who the fuck do you think it was?  You’re a guide for chrissake – you make your mortgage payments from this place. Unless, of course, you have one of those Men In Black memory-erasing thingys to zap your clients’ brains at the end of the trip. 

Fishing the Black Canyon salmon fly hatch really is something special. The criticisms I have of this video are related to it being too short – just eighteen minutes with titles and credits.  I’d like to have seen some longer, quieter sequences of the actual fishing to offset the adrenalin pumping stuff. It is a very well made film, professionally and artfully shot. I just wish there was more of it.

