Speaking of casting…
On the Board we’ve several casting related discussions going on – tightening backcasts [http://www.sexyloops.co.uk/cgi-bin/theboard_07/ikonboard.cgi?act=ST;f=3;t=6628], style/substance [http://www.sexyloops.co.uk/cgi-bin/theboard_07/ikonboard.cgi?act=ST;f=3;t=6613;st=60] and tighter backcasts [http://www.sexyloops.co.uk/cgi-bin/theboard_07/ikonboard.cgi?act=ST;f=3;t=6629] Yeah same discussion twice, thanks to a Ben and his itchy trigger finger – should be interesting to see if his good question gets the same answers in both threads.
Meanwhile, casting about for an FP topic,  here I sit facing a recently published casting manual. No mention of RSP, SLP, variable arc – nope not a definition in sight. This author says things like:
“When your forearm (and rod) have reached about the 10 o’clock position, don’t stop but accelerate rapidly, and then come to a sudden STOP when the thumb of your casting hand is level with your eye ….the rod itself will be leaning slightly back at approximately the 1 o’clock position.”

Thing is, this style of teaching works. It’s so very simple, do this and that and the loop flows out and magically the fly lands. That’s the point really - this is a style of teaching.

Have a look at those sentences again; it’s not particularly well written but not a single word needs definition, no ambiguous terms, no jargon. Reading that manual, preparing to write a short review, it makes me wonder about the way we invest in a system of specialist terms, of jargon. Yes, special terms form a useful shorthand, a language with which we can communicate – but they also serve to exclude all the people who can’t talk fluently in RSP and SLP, for whom drift, creep and slide mean…?

When I passed an angling instructors certificate I had to demonstrate and explain – ‘show and tell’ they call it in US schools - both ways to communicate. The purpose of that exam was to find out if I understood the subject well enough and could handle a rod and line with enough confidence to explain and teach casting to novice anglers. Read our threads, have a look at the terms, to outsiders it must seems like casting instructors are setting themselves up as a priesthood – holders of strange and arcane secrets which can only be fathomed by those who speak their special language. How sad is that?

Magnus
