SPANKED

Just got back from a couple of days on a well known river down south.  I stayed at Earl and Rachel’s batch with Carl and Dale (Scotch Mist).  Dale is still getting over the lag after his flight from Tofino on the west coast of Vancouver Island, so that might give him an excuse for getting totally spanked by these Southland trout.  Actually, we all got spanked.  I managed to rescue our pride somewhat by dredging up a nice little fish on a big nymph about twenty minutes before we had to head back home.
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Nice save.  This little guy made the trip, fish-wise, but it was still great fishing.

My head was working over the access discussion while we fished, but I realised soon after arriving that this was the way NZ fishing should be.  Not the getting spanked - although we can all do with a bit of that now and again just to keep it real – but the casual and respectful way anglers and landowners interact on this river.  There are lots of anglers, but plenty of access too. No ‘no-trespassing’ signs, that I saw anyway, and no fish for pay stitchups.  Everybody getting along.

Naturally, when a river gets fished as regularly as these ‘lowland’ rivers do, the fish get harder to catch, but this just means you have to raise your game.  We bumped into a guide on the last day.  He was coaching two anglers on the same water everyone else was fishing.  We could see two nice trout just above his client that they were working on.  We gave them plenty of room and went downstream.  That guy was relying solely on his skill as an angler and guide to get his customers some fish from very public water. 

On the other hand, the guide and his clients were the only anglers we saw in two days.  So the river was hardly crowded.  And it’s one of the great ones too. There wasn’t much happening but we certainly spotted enough fish. In every case we spooked them.  OK, they were jumpy and not really feeding, but a couple of nice trout were absolute giveaways. The reason we got spanked is we fished like a bunch of idiots. 

