Talk Talk

I appears that the theme for this week’s Front Pages has been language.  Clearly, how we talk about things is a big part of what this site is all about. It’s a tricky business, even when we are speaking the same language, like English for example. Just trying to describe what goes on in a spey cast can keep us wrangling for days.  

There’s been a long running debate on the board that revolves around what goes on in a fish’s head.  The classic idea is the ‘selective trout’, one of my favourite topics
http://www.rackelhanen.se/eng/10245.html
 It’s a useful concept all right, but doesn’t really jibe completely with trout behaviour. I was thinking, what if we substituted ‘sensitive’ for ‘selective’?  I know, it just doesn’t cut it does it?  Too touchy-feely, right? Maybe even a tad gay http://www.sexyloops.co.uk/cgi-bin/theboard/ikonboard.cgi?act=ST;f=5;t=4140;st=70 ? But it’s probably more accurate for describing what a trout is really like.   A trout, after all, is not really much of a thinker.  But these highly tuned creatures respond to any number of stimuli in the environment, but the important ones for us are its predatory and protective responses.  Its predatory behaviour is what behavioural ecologists call its functional response, http://www.tiem.utk.edu/~gross/bioed/bealsmodules/holling.html
which, admittedly, is a bit clinical but not as cold as Fixed Action Pattern. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fixed_action_pattern   Drop that one into a fishing conversation sometime.

Now, I’ve been accused of calling trout dumb.  That’s not really true.  Calling a trout dumb is kind of shitty. What I’ve said is that they aren’t ‘smart’ http://www.sexyloops.co.uk/cgi-bin/theboard/ikonboard.cgi?act=ST;f=4;t=4114;st=0 , which really means that those terms are both inappropriate.  I have plenty of respect for trout but I just find the language we use to describe them somewhat off-plumb.  If we think of a trout as being essentially a bundle of sensitivities, it seems to me to be closer to the truth.  I mean, these critters are wired.  If they were smart too, they’d be impossible.
