Cracks you up

My personal best for trashing a set of wire rings (aka guides) stands at six weeks, the tip and at least two of the guides (aka rings – see above.) had neat grooves polished into the sides. Couple of obvious reasons - dirty lines and bad casting are high on the list – of course I could blame the rings. A second set of identical rings were fitted to that rod, 8 years on and  they are still in perfect working order – so the odds are I trashed those rings and the first set were every bit as good as the replacements.

My PB for trashing a line is two weeks. The best trashing technique by far seems to be learning to double haul with a new line, using a rod with neat grooves polished into the sides (see above.) The symptoms of a line being trashed are flat rough areas on the coating, followed by cracking and sections of coating going missing. Of course I could blame the line but the replacement lasted a season. I am the reasons that line cracked.
You may have guessed those two incidents were linked. The rod was a new Loomis IMX (gives you some idea how long ago that was) and the line was a Teeny floater. Both excellent! 

So, let’s suppose that happened today, now we have the internet and forums. Let’s suppose I had decided to review that rod or that line. I suppose I would report that the rings grooved and the line cracked up. I doubt I would report that the rings grooved because I failed to clean my lines or that the line fell apart because my casting sucked. 

I guess this works the same all over the forum landscape – someone comes to a stupid conclusion, posts it on a website, and it becomes fact. It is nothing of the sort, it’s a badly formed and badly informed opinion and is about as helpful as casting lessons from my dog (he tries but...)

The idea for this FP comes from reading a thread on another forum, about a fly- line I know well. The writer describes himself as “a relative novice”. In which case his opinion about the casting qualities of the line may be useful but his abilities with a rod mean his opinion about its durability are not! 
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