Feeding or aggression?

Talking to an experienced saltwater angler this week, he surprised me when he pointed out over the last few decades saltwater flies are tending to get more imitative. Back in the day, flies were said to annoy fish, vivid colours were said to stimulated aggression – put those together and you get flies that borrow from, say, classic bass streamers and Atlantic salmon flies. [Can we make this pic small please? Its fuzzy]
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Florida Cracker. [http://www.about-flyfishing.com/library/weekly/aa031805a.htm] Flies like that take a fair bit of work, so simplify and invent a new generation of flies, a Seaducer perhaps
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Simple tying [http://www.flyanglersonline.com/flytying/fotw/12497fotw.html], the classic red and white is hardly imitation. 
Salty tying now benefits from knowledge of what fish eat [http://www.panix.com/~pg/flyfishing/saltflys.html]
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And even how they eat
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Modern saltwater flies seem to fall under the “hatch matching” rubric. Well possibly! But that Merkin has no jointed legs or detailed claws – it certainly could. That Menhaden has shape, suggestion of colour, proportion and eyes, but no fins, gill plates or scales.

Two broadly different ways of thinking underpin these ways of tying flies; stimulate aggression vs stimulate feeding.
I’m curious about the history of flies so it strikes me strange that flies like the The Florida Cracker were far more complicated and intricate than Seaducers or older Tarpon flies, now we have a generation of saltwater flies heading back towards complex tying. It’s all good they all catch fish – maybe just some are better at catching fly tyers.
Magnus
Meanwhile, over on the Board, Rich has discovered a new man – HOMOSPEYIAN [http://www.sexyloops.co.uk/cgi-bin/theboard/ikonboard.cgi?act=ST;f=5;t=4539;st=20] – which is either a new strain of human being with a genetic predisposition for salmon fishing and/or someone who just likes having two hands on his rod. 

