Explain yourself
On the board a stimulating discussion about fishing access [http://www.sexyloops.co.uk/cgi-bin/theboard_07/ikonboard.cgi?act=ST;f=4;t=5561;st=0]. Paul argues that fishing should be free – that he should be free to fish wherever and whenever. Baffling really since he can fish anywhere and anywhen – it’s called poaching.

There are several arguments running in that discussion – the morality of private property and the quality of fishing in the UK are probably the high-minded bits.
I’m baffled by several of the arguments. The UK is a crowded place, one of the most densely populated on the planet, far more crowded the closer you get to London. Not surprisingly, the most expensive trout fishing in the UK is near London – high prices reflect limited supply and considerable demand. The best trout fishing in the UK is about as far from London as you can get – prices are low and angling pressure is not high. Cost reflects both demand and convenience.

In other parts of the world fishing is costed in other ways – nip down to New Zealand, hike over a mountain and the fishing seems cheap – include the cost of your flight and it rises more than a little. Fly to Canada, rent a hotel room, hire a guide and drift boat and while the cost of the fishing permit is low, the cost of a week fishing is not.

Other themes have entered that discussion - again some leave me gasping a little. This is one of the oldest industrial countries. Over the years, industry used rivers for power and to dispose of effluent (polite way of saying we dumped millions of tons of shit into them.) It was legal and acceptable.

Thankfully times change and our streams and rivers are cleaner now than they were when I started fishing. The Don is a prime example, paper and textile mills peppered the banks of that river. As a kid, I often fished water turned to milk by paper pulp – pink, green, blue or yellow milk depending on the colour of paper. The mills are all but gone; those still there can no longer discharge waste into the river.
I’d love to say the fishing is better – it isn’t - fewer and smaller salmon and sea trout, but the trout fishing can still be great.

The theme for the week is Why Certification? – or something like that. For me it was simply a challenge. The FFF, GAIA and AAPGAI sites all provide details of what they expect instructors to do. Try it, then try it with a two guys (at least one with a shaven head) marking your efforts, then try explaining what you’re doing. The best way to come to understand and improve what you do is to try to explain it to someone else.
Magnus

