Don’t stop me now…
Over on the Board a traditional Sexyloops thread has been playing for the past few days. [http://www.sexyloops.co.uk/cgi-bin/theboard/ikonboard.cgi?act=ST;f=3;t=4576;st=0] 

Bruce Richards, rightly or wrongly, decided to leave the closet and tell us that “the stop” is nice. In his Snapcast article, Quest for the Perfect Loop, Bruce’s Three Commandments for Loop Perfection are:

1 - Delay rotation, then 
2 - Apply constant acceleration to a…
3 - Hard stop
Along the way, he chastised the Ubercaster for his audacious, nay sacrilegious, heresy – The Stopless Cast. (Needless to say Bruce meant a ‘stopless stroke’ – but he’s American.) 
To be honest Bruce’s condensed wisdom is just that – wisdom!

In my humble opinion, what he doesn’t allow is that a long casting stroke with a very wide arc [http://www.sexyloops.com/movies/ben/127ft.wmv] can produce sexy distance seeking loops and more compact stroke and far narrower arc [http://www.sexyloops.com/movies/steverajeff/steverajeff.mpg] can do the same.
I do see acceleration to a hard stop on the second of those clips – I don’t see it on the first.

It seems we still have a way to go in trying to understand casting fully. Personally, I like that we don’t understand it all, that we can still debate and explore. 
As a teaching creed, Bruce’s commandments are not dogma just a very simple easily followed set of guiding practices – not underlying mechanical principles - I don’t think he proposed they are.

Meanwhile, Paul has parked his Barbi pink (but manly) truck somewhere in the New Zealand bush and yomped off up a ravine or over a mountain or some such – in search of mice! [http://www.sexyloops.com/deano/mice.shtml]

Magnus

Ps – On Sunday Bob didn’t mention that one possible source for the meaning of Geek is  “a carnival performer often billed as a wild man whose act usually includes biting the head off a live chicken or snake.” - so I thought I would.
