Length matters

Out trying a new rod in the park today, didn’t break it. A few passing walkers stopped and stared a bit – one 10 year old wiseacre felt compelled, once again, to confirm my suspicion that there are “Nae fish there mister.” Having exhausted both his brain-cells he felt further compelled to repeat his deep insight into grass and fish to the point where I was sorely tempted to break the new rod around his arse!
The rod, however, is more interesting than the 10-year old wit. Last spring, over in Denmark, I ran into Tim and Stuart – Tim is Echo and Stuart sells Echo rods. 

This particular model is a long 5-weight or a longer 5-weight, Echo2-596/10fw-4x, [http://www.echoflyfishing.com/freshwater.php], designed with two different tips. At 10ft the rod is holds a long line in the air and punts it a healthy distance. At 9ft 6in the rod feels a little more crisp, hold a long line in the air and punts it a healthy distance. (I’m being vague about distances simply because this was my first session.)

Most certainly not delicate fussy wands, this rods (sic) simply slot into purposes – the lengths immediately have me thinking of bugging (aka Czech nymph) and loch style fishing. The power and actions seem tailor made for those fishing styles – where a little more rod length is invaluable -where line-speed, via flailing hauling arm, is either completely unnecessary (bugging) or impractical (sitting in a boat).
It’ll take a little time to get comfortably on terms with this rod but so far I’m pleased, more than that it has me thinking about rods and purposes. A 9ft rod is not the ideal length for a good many fishing things, to be honest I’m not at all sure why 9ft rods seem to rule the Sexyloops world. Longer rods need to be cast a little differently, using a casting style and stroke tailored to the rod, get it right and they require less effort they can make fishing more productive. Shorter rods require far less muscle and can be so much more precise and accurate at less than uber-distances.
Magnus

