GET SERIOUS

I used to wonder what all this distance casting was all about.  In fact, I reckoned it was kind of, you know, geeky. What difference does it make to be able to cast only, sixty, eighty or ninety feet?  That’s still a pretty big throw, and really enough for any real fishing situation, right?  Even for salt water. I mean, for chrissake, get a little closer. I used to argue that I didn’t think I’d ever hooked a fish at ninety feet. Even for steelhead and salmon fishing. And that’s probably still true.  But I’ve since decided I was just making excuses for myself.

The fact was, until recently, I couldn’t break a hundred with a trout rod if I wanted to.  Since hanging around ‘Loops I’ve taken a new interest in casting generally, at all distances, but specifically in raising my distance game. What I’ve discovered over the last couple of years is that the ability to throw a hundred feet isn’t just empty form.  It’s an indicator of the amount of understanding and control you have over your technique and equipment. And, hey, it’s fun.

So by working on things like my haul timing and, especially, a lifelong creep problem that I’ve been working around for, oh, fifty years or so, I can now confidently say I’m beginning to really cast. The guys and girls here on ‘Loops put me on the road. The discussions and outright arguments on the board have been instrumental in giving me an understanding of not only how a cast works, but how to isolate and fix what I had resigned myself to being unfixable.

More importantly, after all those years, I’m fishing better than I ever did.  A lot of this is simply due to being a better caster. And there’s tons more to learn. It’s given me a whole new appreciation for equipment too. And not just the nice colour or grain in a wooden reel seat. My preferences in a rod are becoming quite specific.  I might even make an effort to learn what “Action Angle” means. 

The more I find out, and the better caster and angler I become, the more I want to do. More casting, more fishing.  More talking about casting and fishing. It’s now pretty much all I do, but believe me, you don’t get tired of it.  Ever. 

It’s really just about getting serious.   

