I Win.  You Lose.

Competition belongs to games.  And business.  And evolution.  Maybe it works elsewhere, but not in fishing. In fact, I don’t know of a better way to spoil your own fun.  Once the competitive bug bites things can quickly go sour on a fishing trip.  Whoever isn’t catching most fish, or hasn’t caught the biggest, starts to feel anxious, then bad.  By the end if the trip, the ‘loser’ feels that the whole thing has been a bust. The guy catching all the fish may enjoy the feeling of ‘winning’ for a while, but soon he realises that things weren’t as merry as they were at the beginning of the trip.  Things get an edge to them, Sometimes it turns nasty.  You see some unusual behaviour from people. Which makes you wonder why they fish in the first place.  They don’t appear to be enjoying it very much at all.

The thing is, fishing – and hunting – is no game.  I think it’s way more serious than that.  I think Hemingway http://www.simonsays.com/content/book.cfm?tab=10&pid=415239&agid=2, who was very competitive and it often spoiled it for him, said that somewhere. Serious, but fun.  Because we enjoy it so much shouldn’t lead us to believe it’s some kind of trivial pastime. The fact we let the quarry live more often than not just masks the fact that it’s still a ‘bloodsport’  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blood_sport.  Ortega http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/José_Ortega_y_Gasset reckoned that hunting is a pure form of happiness.  This is due to its being so deeply integrated with our essential human-ness. Ortega argues that most of the things we do are the means to an end - man works, expends energy, to achieve or get something. Competition probably figures in most of what we do. "But in hunting as a sport this order of means and end is reversed… the death of the game is not what interests him; that is not his purpose. What interests him is everything that he had to do to achieve that death - that is, the hunt. (Ortega 1942: 110) We’re happy when we’re hunting (and fishing, which is just a wet form of hunting) because it’s not just what we do, it’s what we are.  This has absolutely nothing to do with games and winning or losing.  Trying to turn something so meaningful and, well, serious, into just another competitive game, or worse, a business, just misses the point.

Some things just shouldn’t be trivialised. 

