MEANWHILE, BACK AT THE LAB

The willow grub lab is on a full operational footing at the moment.  Chris, Simon, John and Dougal have been putting in the hard yards to crack the code for the past couple of weeks.  It’s an interesting problem, but the findings will be of interest to anyone who’s serious about what makes trout tick. 
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Exception that proves the rule? I took this focused willow grub feeder after an hour or persistent casting - on a small partridge soft hackle, plucked and ginked.  It was about five times the size of the natural.

To those unfamiliar with this wee beastie, the willow grub is  big issue down here on the South island.  When the little grubs drop from the overhanging willow trees, the trout get locked onto them and become especially hard to catch. There are a couple of aspects to this problem that really force you to raise your game if you’re going to catch anything, and there are several approaches to it that all work to some extent.  The goal, of course, is to find the best approach, the one that we can rely on.

John Dean sent in his findings the other day.  He went so far as to call them ‘conclusions’, so he’s clearly getting it surrounded.  There are some issues that need further study, but here’s what John’s got so far.  Most of it you can take to the bank.  The italics are mine, to highlight the things that I think still need a deeper look.

1] A good presentation is always essential.

2] Persistence is nearly always essential.

3] The pattern is extremely important some of the time; that is, at the times

when the natural is on the water in such large numbers that the fish are

locked solely onto it.

4] A size 18 parachute adams or similar will work only when the fish are not

feeding exclusively or when the current is moving  quickly enough that the

fish does not have much time to make a call.  Similarly sometimes larger

"hatch" breakers may also work for some fish at such times.
 So will sunken willowgrub patterns which can be conveniently fished on a

short dropper attached to a dry fly.

5]However none of the above will work when the fish are well and truly

locked-on to willow grubs in slowish water. These fish though can still be

caught on a close imitation fished no deeper than the surface film if

presentation is good and the angler persists.

The interesting thing for me are the exceptions.  They might be considered as the things that ‘prove the rule’, but there are a lot of uncontrolled ‘variables’ here. Stay tuned.  We’ll have this thing cracked sooner or later.
