The Loop

I’ve been at home for something like four weeks since the middle of December, so after all that travelling and fishing I’m ready for some down time.  My partner has taken to looking at photographs to remember what I look like. She’s in for a shock. But it’s been a great few months, and my social loop keeps widening.  Last season’s South Island Clave got the ball rolling and looks to be bigger and better for February ’08.  The Scottish clave was a big success and will run for sure – big plans already in place for next year. We even got a western Canadian clave started this year in Alberta, (thanks again to the hospitality of Max and Brenda Mesulias at the Anchor B Ranch http://www.anchorbranch.com/).  

On the personal front, I’ve had a terrific season.  I’ve met a whole bunch of great people and made many new fishing pals. I’ve really upped my casting game with the help of Paul, Chase, Morsie, Carl and Rich – thanks guys for all the help.  I’ve had some excellent fishing too.  It amazes me that the fishing can still be so good when there are so many anglers and so much increased activity in the Canadian countryside these days. 

Sexyloops is part of an expanding loop of information and, most importantly, the dissemination of an ethical approach to our wild fish and waters.  For instance, I’ve been pretty impressed by how widely and deeply the idea of catch and release angling has taken hold.  It’s just how its done out west now, and the fishing is better than it ever was, despite the numbers of anglers. The fish might be a tad harder to catch sometimes, but as far as I’m concerned that’s a good thing.  Anyway, who said it was supposed to easy?

We’ve been discussing ‘humane angling’ on the board http://www.sexyloops.co.uk/cgi-bin/theboard_07/ikonboard.cgi?act=ST;f=4;t=6473;&#top,  and it’s clear that we are all concerned with both the welfare of the quarry and how we are regarded by the public.  We can all probably do something about both, especially how we handle the fish when we do catch them.  I think it’s simply unacceptable to rough handle a trout, for instance, and there’s no need for it.  We spend lots of time working on our casting and tackle, but how many of us actually take the time to learn how to handle a live fish properly.  Impatiently tearing out hooks, squeezing them, dropping them on the rocks or keeping them out of the water too long for that grip and grin shot is just crap fishing.  Everyone can likely do some soul searching on this point and discussions like we have on the ‘Loops board are essential so that no one has an excuse for this sort of thing.

