Spey to Z

Understanding Traditional, Scandinavian & Skagit Style Spey casting with a single & Double Handed Rod

As casting videos/DVDs go this stands out; production values, image quality and sound are outstanding –broadcast quality. The producers have fully exploited DVD technology so all the sections and scenes can be selected individually, making this a good teaching tool – I’d say excellent tool but that would take water and a rod.

Spey to Z is a US production, featuring three top-flight casting instructors: Way Yin, Topher Browne and Greg Pearson. All three are American (we’re not all perfect) and all three are very able in front of the camera - a pleasure to watch and hear.
The DVD, kicks off from the assumption that the viewers will be more familiar with overhead casting and single-handed rods. Good plan! Spey-casting doesn’t require a double-handed rod and casting mechanics are the same with any rod. The account of casting mechanics is comprehensive, explained and demonstrated with a single handed rod, and is a very good place gain understanding of ANY style of casting. By the third of eight main chapters double handed rods are introduced.
Now, if this was a conventional spey-casting DVD we would be into the realms of individual casts – single, double snake and so forth. That’s not how the producers conceptualise their material. Rather, unconventionally, they build on the basis of casting mechanics and divide casting into schools. Therefore, we get a full account of traditional, Scandinavian and Skagit casting – the equipment and techniques – all carefully underpinned with casting mechanics.

That all sounds very lofty and academic, watching this DVD it doesn’t come across like that. The presenters are earnest and a good deal of time is given to “man standing in river explaining” – and then they demonstrate and their casting is beautiful.
Overall – perhaps a little too much time is spent telling me rather than showing me, that might seem inevitable but I don’t need to see the narrator. The casting footage is superb, a well informed commentary might achieve the same end without the need for me feeling I spent a lot of time watching “man standing in river explaining”. 

Despite those criticisms this is the best DVD I’ve seen on the subject – takes an intelligent approach, image and sound are excellent and the casting is first class.

(Note - proceeds from Spey to Z go to charitable and conservation groups, including: Trout Unlimited, the youth fly casting programs, Atlantic Salmon Federation, Native Fish Society, BC Steelhead Society.)

Price £25

For UK stockist details contact Wellard and Scott

Tel. 01566 780393
www.wellardandscott.co.uk
Sample clips and international details from http://web.mac.com/speycaster
