Scientific Anglers Ultra 4  Freshwater WF5
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I’ve had this line on a reel for some time but haven’t had a chance to give it a road test this season.  I have tried the DT version of this line and liked it a lot, but I would say that, wouldn’t I?  There’s not much to say about the double taper Ultra 4, except that if you love a DT - and I do - you just don’t get any better.  Cranky old bastards like me who just hate change just don’t have to bother messing with any other type of floater.

I don’t care much for weight forward lines; never have. I may as well get that out and get past it.  Their limitations, at least in the normal WF configuration of 30 feet of head and a thin running line, are widely recognised.  They are pretty good for one thing; an easy 50-60 foot overhead cast, and not much else. They do get a line out, but once you’ve managed that you’re at the mercy of the current, because there’ll be no nice mending of line on the water, or lengthy roll pickups, or fancy spey-type underhand casts.  They hinge like hell, and you have to strip line to get the head near the tip to make each cast.

The Ultra 4 has changed my mind about that.  It’s well-engineered 40 foot head is a pretty handy length for most stream work, and it will really bust one out there when you get it wound up.  I was up to my cojones in the water and getting honest, and pretty well effortless, 80-85 footers out there just shooting line from coils in my hand.  40 to 50 foot throws were just peaches and cream. On grass, or from a boat, there would be no problem casting a fly a hundred feet with the WF5. The longer head permits more line to be carried and it also allows a lot more versatility once it’s on the water.  So, I liked it from the get-go.
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Wyatt enjoying himself, just fooling around with the Ultra 4 WF5 Freshwater Floater.

Scientific Angler’s AST coating is superb, as most of us know, and this new line just shot through the guides with little urging from me.  I love the finish and feel of handling these lines.  The guys at SA have figured out how to get just enough stiffness and pliability rolled into these things so that even modestly decent casters like me can feel pretty smug about their ability.  I wanted to try this line out in actual fishing situations rather than out in the park on grass, so all the ordinary problems that arise in actual combat would present themselves.  They did too.  From glass smooth surfaces to reaching across fast currents and punching into a headwind - the Ultra 4 took it all in stride. Beautiful, crisp turnovers at all lengths, the leader and fly kicking over nicely even into a headwind.  The tapers on this line have been worked out by some clever chaps who know a thing or two about fly lines.

The Ultra 4 WF5 Freshwater is a great all round floater that comes in two colours; buckskin and sunrise yellow. To sum up, I’ve got a new regard for the weight forward fly line. It takes up less room on the reel arbor and this longer head configuration makes it a good choice for light to medium stream work.  I had my head turned earlier this year with the new extra-long head SA Expert Distance (which I also love, by the way) but the nice handling of the Ultra 4 makes it maybe a bit friendlier for easy-actioned rods and a more relaxed approach, traditionally the role for the double taper, while capable of delivering a long line when required. I won’t be giving up my double tapered lines in a hurry, but I won’t be sniffing at the idea of the weight forward quite so often. Nice one, guys.

Bob Wyatt

