Zonker extreme(ly) small

The theme for the week is zonkers. So, in best Sexyloops tradition, I’ll start by contradicting Paul. Yesterday he said “Zonkers are big, ugly flies tied with rabbit, lead and some other shit.” Nope! Zonkers were big, ugly and rabbit, now they can be small, ugly and winged with almost any fur tyer’s can find with skin attached. 
The largest I’ve seen used are fin raccoon or fox [http://www.rutlandfishing.com/product_details.asp?id=607] and far more extraordinary furs are available for the job: marmot, mink, coypu, kangaroo, muskrat and possum – for example [http://www.lakelandflytying.com/SearchResult.aspx?CategoryID=99] All come cut in standard zonker strips. (Standard zonker, meaning the skin is cut to follow the direction of the hair, from head to tail. Crosscut zonker is cut across the pelt, great for wrapping like a hackle, crap for zonker wings.)

The smallest Zonkers I’ve seen came from the vice of Marvin Nolte [http://www.partridge-of-redditch.co.uk/PROFILES/profiles2_b.htm] who describes himself as the best fly-tyer in Bar Nunn, Wyoming, typically modest claim, he is simply one of the best tyers!
Marvin is one of those guys who likes to understand his materials. That can lead him in strange directions – not many of us feel the need to farm silkworms. 

So, Marvin went in search of pelts with shorter hair for smaller flies – mink, squirrel and the rest were fine stuff but the skin can be thick and the hair is surprisingly long. Marvin tried mole, although short mole hair is odd in that it has no direction – helpful if you want to back up in a tunnel I guess.

Nope, after a good deal of research, tying and testing Marvin stumbled upon the humble mouse; fine skin, very short hair. In fact, the skin is so fine there’s no need for to tan mouse pelts. Air dried skin is hard and slightly brittle when dry, when re-hydrated it becomes supple – you want to see how supple – pinch yourself!

And Marvin’s tiny mouse zonkers make quite superb Nymphs, if I’m being exact Marvin ties Strip Nymphs. http://shop.flyfishing.about.com/images/3339/borgerstrip.jpg. Originally a Gary Borger pattern, the size is limited by the rabbit tail, smaller than #8 is impractical. Add a mouse strip tail and nymph sized Nymphs are relatively easy.
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