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VIOLATORS
WILL BE SHOT
SURVIVORS
WILL BE SHOT
AGAIN





We still discussing property?  Well, I don’t have too much of an issue with private property, partly, of course, because I have some of my own – as do most of the folks that visit this site, I’d guess. I just put a fence around mine.  And a gate. 

Like most things, the principle is simple enough, but it can be abused by those who have property and by those who don’t. Both sides of that coin can get pretty self-righteous about it, it must be said.

I use to be a half-assed socialist myself.  You know, property is theft http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Property_is_theft and so on. Like most youngsters, I hadn’t really read the literature on that. Then I got some and pretty quickly changed my tune.  Pretty much all of the socialists I know are property owners too, and when you get under the surface of things you soon see that this is all what they used to call ‘socio-biology’ http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/sociobiology/ , until the PC police, who believe that behaviour isn’t genetic, made it very unpopular among sociologists.  Anyway, it’s clear that all animals are territorial and express that in similar ways.  Humans just do it in some relatively sophisticated forms but it’s still, on the bottom line, about territory.

Many animals are like humans in that they ‘need’ a hell of a lot of territory to feel secure., and spend a lot of energy and money making sure they have as much as they can lay their hands on., and keeping other people off it http://www.progressivefarmer.com/farmer/farming_business/article/0,24672,1113545,00.html . In some states in the US, for example, you can’t put a foot or an anchor down on the bed of a stream without being prosecuted for trespassing.  In most places though, access is being argued over constantly.  The law comes into it, and it’s important to involve yourself in the process when you get a chance. 

I’ve seen a hell of a lot of good country ruined by development, and almost just as much of it ruined by being loved to death by outdoorsy types like myself.  We need to get involved and argue for access and our rights to what is public property.  We also have to respect the rights of private property if we don’t want to see more of it closed down to us forever.  Basically, it’s all about respect, and taking a hard look at what we really need.
